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 September, 2003 
 
 
 
 
 JURY TRIAL PROCEDURES 
 
 HONORABLE R. STANTON WETTICK, JR. 
 
 
 
 TRIAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

 Trial begins promptly at 9:00 A.M.  Testimony is presented from 9:00 A.M. to 10:40 A.M.  

There is a break from 10:40 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.  Testimony is presented from 11:00 A.M. to 12:30 

P.M.  There is a lunch break from 12:30 P.M. to 1:00 P.M.  (Counsel may keep lunch in the 

refrigerator in my Secretary's Office or may at the 10:40 break request my law clerk to obtain food 

from the First Floor Snack Bar that will be available for the 12:30 P.M. break.)  Trial begins again 

promptly at 1:00 P.M. and testimony is presented until 2:30 P.M.  The jury is dismissed at that time 

and I have a 2:30 P.M. meeting with counsel. 

 Unless I tell you otherwise, I try cases on Monday through Thursday.  On Fridays, I serve as 

a Calendar Control Judge. 
 
 2:30 P.M. MEETING 
 

 At the 2:30 P.M. meeting, I meet with counsel to go over any issues that may arise during 

the next day of trial.  Counsel must be prepared to stay until all matters are resolved.  Any issues 

that may arise during the next day of trial must be raised at this time.  From 9:00 A.M. until 2:30 

P.M., I will not ask the jury to leave the Courtroom on account of evidentiary or other legal issues. 
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 At the 2:30 P.M. meeting, any party who will be presenting evidence the next day must 

identify the witnesses who will be called and the evidence that will be presented.  Offers of proof 

should be requested at that time. 
 
 EXHIBITS 
 

 By the beginning of trial, counsel shall have prepared an exhibit book containing each 

exhibit that counsel plans to show to a witness, to introduce through a witness, or to otherwise 

introduce into evidence.  (This does not include the portions of medical records and other 

voluminous records that will not be specifically referred to.)  Copies of the exhibit book shall be 

given to every other attorney.  Two additional copies will be given to me.  (One of the two copies 

will be placed on the witness stand for the witnesses to use.)  The inclusion of an exhibit in the 

exhibit book does not impose any obligation to introduce the exhibit and the failure to do so cannot 

be commented on by other counsel. 
 
 OBJECTIONS DURING TRIAL 
 

 An attorney who raises an objection shall describe the objection in not more than four words 

within the hearing of the jury.  I may rule at that time.  If the attorney who disagrees with my ruling 

believes that I do not understand the issue or if the attorney wishes to place a sufficient explanation 

on the record to preserve the issue, he or she should approach the bench.  This procedure is not 

intended to discourage attorneys from describing and placing their objections or their disagreements 

with my rulings on the record.  Its sole purpose is to have arguments conducted without the jury 

hearing them. 
 
 READING PORTIONS OF PLEADINGS, ANSWERS TO INTERROGATORIES, 
 ANSWERS TO DEPOSITIONS, ETC. AS ADMISSIONS 
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 An attorney who wishes to read admissions to a jury must present a list to other counsel that 

fully describes what will be read not later than the beginning of the 2:30 P.M. meeting on the day 

before the attorney intends to read these admissions.   
 
 DEPOSITIONS FOR USE AT TRIAL 
 

 A party using depositions at trial must have all objections resolved no later than the 2:30 

P.M. meeting on the previous day.   The attorney using the deposition shall furnish a copy of the 

transcript of the deposition to me not later than the time that the deposition is used at trial. 

 An attorney using a videotaped deposition is responsible for ensuring that the operator has 

the equipment in place at such time so as not to interfere with the trial schedule. 
 
 JURY INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 Please give me points for charge as soon as possible.  If you know prior to trial that 

complicated legal issues are going to arise, please raise the issues immediately so that other counsel 

and I may begin to address these issues. 

 Ordinarily, I do not comment on the evidence in my instructions to the jury.  Consequently, 

I will seldom use proposed instructions that involve a discussion of the evidence. 

 Where claims and defenses involve matters covered in the Suggested Standard Instructions, 

it is my practice to use only these Instructions unless counsel convinces me that the case being tried 

raises unusual issues requiring supplemental or modified instructions. 

 I usually use the following procedure in reviewing points for charge with counsel.  First, 

before meeting with you, I will have reviewed your proposed points for charge and will have 

prepared the instructions that I tentatively plan to give to the jury.  These instructions will have 

taken into consideration your proposed points.  Second, I will read to you my tentative instructions 
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and I will ask you if there is anything in these instructions that should be deleted or modified.  

Third, I will ask you if there are any other Standard Instructions or portions of Standard Instructions 

that should be included.  Fourth, I will go over your proposed points for charge.  For points that I 

have not included in my tentative instructions, the burden is on you to convince me either (1) that 

these additional matters should be covered because they are outside the scope of any Standard 

Instruction or (2) that the case raises unusual issues requiring supplemental or modified instructions 

to matters covered through Standard Instructions. 

 If you have a proposed instruction that could also be covered in a Standard Instruction to 

which I have not referred, it is your responsibility to bring that Standard Instruction to my attention.  

Otherwise, my rejection of your proposed language might result in an unintended rejection of the 

Standard Instruction that you did not bring to my attention. 
 
 PRELIMINARY INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN BY 
 TRIAL JUDGE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE TRIAL 
 

 In most cases, my opening instructions to the jury will include a preliminary discussion of 

the law that will govern the case.  Usually, counsel will agree as to the matters that should be 

covered.  See Attachment I.1 
 
 OPENING STATEMENTS 
 

 Prior to the pretrial conference, an attorney shall advise other counsel of any exhibits that the 

attorney will be using in the opening statement.  Objections to the use of the exhibits should be 

immediately brought to my attention.  This is not something that can be addressed at the first day of 

                                                 
    1Attachments are from Management of Civil Jury Trials--Handbook 
for Pennsylvania Trial Judges (2000) published by Pennsylvania 
Conference of State Trial Judges. 
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trial because the trial will begin at 9:00 A.M.  Opening statements may not exceed forty-five (45) 

minutes unless I tell you otherwise. 
 
 RE-DIRECT EXAMINATION 
 

 The purposes of a re-direct examination are to clarify testimony and to seek additional 

information on matters originally raised in cross-examination.  Re-direct examination is not 

intended to be a vehicle for a witness to cover matters that were previously addressed or to cover 

any matters that are being raised for the first time.  I may request an offer of proof before a re-direct 

examination will occur. 
 
 ROLE OF THE TRIAL JUDGE 
 

 The trial judge is an active participant throughout the trial because the ultimate 

responsibility rests with the trial judge to provide the parties with a fair and efficient trial.  The trial 

judge sets ground rules and intervenes to ensure that the case is tried in accordance with these 

ground rules in order to protect jurors, parties, witnesses, and lawyers.  See the Comment to Pa.R.E. 

No. 611(a) which states that this Rule "places responsibility for the conduct of the trial squarely 

within the discretion of the trial judge." 

 Pa.R.E. No. 611(a) provides that the court shall exercise reasonable control over the mode 

and order of interrogating witnesses and presenting evidence so as to (1) make the interrogation and 

presentation effective for the ascertainment of truth, (2) avoid needless consumption of time, and (3) 

protect witnesses from harassment and undue embarrassment.  A major complaint of jurors is the 

time spent on repetitive questioning and on matters that have little to do with the major issues in the 

case.  Consequently, a judge should intervene whenever the questioning seems to be repetitive or is 
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otherwise not moving the case forward and to prevent the trial from expanding into areas of 

marginal relevance. 
















